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SELSRESERVE 1 


FACTS ON LANDS 
WN Whale 
NAMIONAL IFORESTS 
OF ALASIKA 


HOMESTEADS 


Homesteading of national forest lands, suitable for agriculture, was formerly permitted under the 
Forest Homestead Act of June 11, 199G. Lands with agricultural potential were occunied and nat- 
ented in the early years of the law's existence. The remaining lands were not suitable for culti- 
vation because of soil, climate, or topography. Because of this lack of suitable land, the 199¢ 
law was repealed by Congress on October 23, 1962. Consequently, there is now no authorization for 
homesteading on national forest lands. 


HOMESITES 


Prior to Alaska statehood, where a need existed near communities or settlements, the Forest 
Service could issue homesite permits. At that time, homesite permittees could acquire fee title 
to the lot. Section 9 of the National Forest Management Act of 1976 (PL 94-£88) states that no 
land may be eliminated from the national forest and returned to public domain except by an act of 
Congress. This eliminated the process formerly used to acquire titie to national forest land for 
residential purposes. As a result, the Forest Service no longer may issue homesite permits for 
the national forest. 


SUMMER HOMES 


The Forest Service does issue special use permits for recreation residences~ (summer homes) in 
approved groups. These are groups of lots that have been classified for summer home use. Per- 
mits for single lots in scattered locations are not issued, and full-time occupancy of summer 
homes is not permitted. oo 


> 


The Forest Service also issues residence permits in established groups. But, all such groups are 
presently occupied. In some cases, it is possible to acquire improvements from permittees cur- 
rently holding sites in these residence groups. Before doing so, the Forest Supervisor in the 
Area should be contacted to be sure that a permit can be reissued to the applicant. Residence 
permits simply provide for occupancy for residential purposes and do not lead to landownership by 
the permittee. 


ISLANDS 


All lands, including islands, which are part of the national forests in Alaska have been with- 
drawn from the public domain for national forest purposes as defined in various acts of Congress 
and regulations of the Secretary of Agriculture. They cannot be sold, rented, or disposed of 
under general land laws applicable to the unappropriated and vacant public domain. Instead, 
they are to be retianed in public ownership for management and use of the timber, water, wild- 
life, and recreational resources. The various acts of Congress authorizing disposal of public 
domain lands are administered by the Bureau of Land Management of the Department of Interior. 
Write to the State Director, Bureau of Land Management, 555 Cordova Street, Anchorage, Alaska 
99501, if more information is needed on the availability of Federal lands in the interior of 
Alaska. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, WRITE TO-- 


Ferest Supervisor, Chatham Area, Tongass National Forest, P.O. Box 1980, Sitka, Alaska 99835; 
Forest Supervisor, Stikine Area, Tongass National Forest, P.0. Box 309, Petersburg, Alaska 99833; 
Forest Supervisor, Ketchikan Area, Tongass National Forest, Federal Building, Ketchikan, Alaska 
99901; or Forest Supervisor, Chugach National Forest, Pouch 6606, Anchorage, Alaska 99502. 
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